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General Information

Report Period: April-June Date Submitted: April 28, 2007
State: Utah FEMA Region: VIII

Person Submitting Report:

- Name: Keith Christensen

- Agency: Utah State University, Center for Persons with Disabilities
- Title: Research Associate

- E-mail: keithc@cpd2.usu.edu

- Phone: 435 797-3997 Fax: 435797-7219
Other individuals in State Delegation:

- Name: Jefferson Sheen

- Agency: Utah State University, Center for Persons with Disabilities
- E-mail: jeffs@cpd2.usu.edu

- Name: Judith Holt
- Agency: Utah State University, Center for Persons with Disabilities
- E-mail: Judith@cpd2.usu.edu

- Name: Special Needs Advisory Committee (SNAC)

- Agency: Utah Department of Homeland Security

- E-mail: contact Brian Hyer — bhyer@utah.gov; 12 members from various state
agencies and advocacy organizations

State Delegation Meetings/Teleconferences
Date: March 12, 2007
Outcome: SNAC mtg to discuss Special Needs Utah State Registry results.

Emergency Planning Highlights

Nothing to report at this time. Work continues with the Special Needs Utah State
Registry. The Special Needs Advisory Committee within the Department of
Homeland Security has been in transition due to personnel changes.

Emergency Preparedness Highlights

Members of the delegation have recently submitted several grant proposals in the area
of emergency preparedness research, evaluation, outreach and training. These
proposals include the following:

Emergency Preparedness for All Utahns

Purpose: The purpose of the proposed project is to 1) develop/modify training
curricula on effective emergency preparedness for people with disabilities; 2) train
trainers to use this curriculum to train individuals with disabilities, service providers



and emergency managers to more effectively plan and prepare for the needs of people
with disabilities in an emergency.

Funding Source: State money through the Interagency Outreach and Training
Initiative

Partners: The Center for Persons with Disabilities, the Division of Services for
People with Disabilities, the Utah Parent Center, the Association for Independent
Living of Utah, the Utah Division of Emergency Services and Homeland Security,
and County/City Emergency Managers.

2) Center for Disease Control Secondary Conditions Continuation Proposl-
Emergency Preparedness Module
Purpose: 1) Provide training regarding effective emergency preparedness to
individuals with disabilities, their families, and community service providers
(including state agencies). At least 20% of all training activities will be offered in
Spanish. 2) Train Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) and first
responders. 3) Increase the number of people with disabilities, family members of
people with disabilities, and disability advocacy groups actively participating in local
community emergency response planning.
Funding Source: Federal — CDC funds
Partners: The Utah Coordinating Council for People with Disabilities (CCPD), the
State Independent Living Council (SILC), the Utah League of Cities and Towns, the
Utah Local Government Trust, and the Utah Division of Emergency Management and
Homeland Security.

V. Emergency Response Highlights

A member of the delegation, Jeff Sheen, has been invited to co-present with the
Executive Director of Options for Independence, the Center for Independent Living in
Northern Utah at the Region 8 IL Conference in Casper Wyoming. The topic they will
address is “Effective Emergency Preparedness for CILs”.

During the previous quarter, Keith Christensen, submitted a proposal to serve as a
NIDRR Research Fellow conducting research focused on the relationship between the
built environment, emergency evacuations, and individuals with disabilities. During this
quarter, members of the delegation submitted several grant proposals in the area of
emergency evacuation research. These proposals include the following:

NIDRR Field Initiated Research Proposl

Measurement and Evaluation of the Behavior of Individuals with Disabilitiesin
Evacuation Environments.

Purpose: The purpose of this study is to advance our empirical understanding
concerning the behavior of individuals with disabilities under the impetus of internal and
external stimuli associated with evacuation conditions in the built environment. The
results will increase both the depth and scope of our understanding, and allow for greater
inclusion of individuals with disabilities in mainstream emergency management



initiatives in order to build system capacity and improve outcomes for individuals with
disabilities in emergencies.

NSF HazardsMitigation Proposl

The Effect of Evacuation Route Conditions on Individuals with Disabilities
Purpose: The purpose of this study is to evaluate the behavior of individuals with
disabilities with respect to typical and expected evacuation conditions in the built
evacuation environment. The results will improve efforts to lessen the risk and
vulnerability faced by individuals with disabilities in hazardous events.

NIDRR DRRP Proposl participation

National Disability Research and Information Center on Emergency Evacuation
Purpose: The Center will contribute to the following outcomes: a) increased evidence-
based knowledge about the emergency evacuation of individuals with disabilities from
buildings and geographic locations, including evacuation through transit routes and
transportation systems; and b) increased implementation of evacuation solutions for
individuals with disabilities within existing emergency management initiatives.

VI. Emergency Recovery Highlights
Nothing to report at this time.
VII. Next Steps
With Utah’s Special Needs Advisory group finalizing its transitional activities, work will
continue on the Legislative Statute for Special Needs Registry (to provide for continued
support — NOT for requiring registration on the part of individuals with disabilities) and
the Reverse 911 notification system.

VIII. Other

Nothing to report at this time.



